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Preparing DVDs for Streaming 
 
On-demand streaming media describes audio and visual content that is stored on a server and 
transferred to a Web browser in a continuous stream, as opposed to content that users download to their 
computer. Getting content from DVD to streamed typically involves five steps. This tip sheet will help you 
use the Streaming Media Station in Media Technology so that you can accomplish steps 2 and 3. 

 
1) Prepare (acquire a DVD and gain copyright permissions as needed) 
2) Rip 
3) Encode 
4) Upload 
5) Serve  

 
In order to be streamed, content must be in a computer file, so content on a DVD must be ñrippedò from 
the DVD into a file. Refer to the Streaming Media Information and Policy document to make sure your 
planned use of a DVD complies with copyright laws. Please do not use the Streaming Media Station until 
you have completed this crucial step. 
 

 
 
 

Ripping and Encoding Your DVD into a .wmv File 

Step 1: Log on to the Dell computer and insert your source DVD into the DVD tray. 

  

VCR 

Dell Computer 
Dell Monitor 

VCR Playback Monitor 

Press the eject button, place your DVD in the 
tray, then press the eject button again. 



Northwest Nazarene University E-Learning Services Streaming Media: Preparing DVDs for Streaming - 2 

Step 2: After a few moments, the computer will automatically bring up a DVD player box asking if you 
want to play the DVD, etc. You do not want this. Click Cancel. 

   

 

Step 3: On the Dellôs desktop, open a file called DVDripperReg.txt. This file contains the registration 
information you will need to access the software. 

Step 4: On the Dellôs desktop, click the icon for ImTOO DVD Ripper.  

Step 5: Click Help > Enter Registration Code and type in the name and license code found in the 
file you opened.  

Step 6: After successfully entering the registration information, click File > Add DVD Folder. 

  

 

Continued
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Step 7: When the dialogue box appears, click to highlight Drive E, then click OK. 

  

 

Step 8: Highlight the desired title or chapter(s) you want.  

 You will know that the DVD has loaded into ImTOO when you can see at least one title. 
Depending on how your DVD was created, you may also have chapters within a title. 
Generally, the main sections or episodes of a DVD are placed on one title. Subsequent titles 
might be the credits or other supplemental material.  

  

  

 

Continued 

To view the chapters, 
click the icon next to 
the Title icon. 

In this example, the DVD has 
only one title lasting 44 
minutes and 37 seconds. 
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Step 9: Select the desired settings for Audio, Subtitles and Angle at the top of the box.   

 

  

 

Step 10: At the bottom of the box, select the desired settings for Profile, Zoom, Split and 
Destination. 

 Profile means what kind of format you want. For streaming purposes, choose .wmv, which 
stands for Windows Media Video. Most computers now come with Windows Media Player 
loaded, so NNUôs streaming server calls for the .wmv format. 

 The default setting for Zoom is Letterbox, which will create black borders at the top and 
bottom of the movie. 

 If you want to keep what you rip as one file, the default setting for Split, Infinite, will be fine. 

 For Destination, click Browse to navigate to the C: drive and choose the folder named 
Temp Streaming Media Raw. This is a temporary location; eventually you will be able to 
place the file into your own storage area, such as your N: drive or on the streaming media 
server. See the policy document for details.  

  

Step 11: If you wish to stream just a segment of the DVD, set the Start Time and Duration in the 
advanced settings box. First, highlight the title of the desired segment (unless you want a 
whole chapter, for which you highlight the chapter and proceed to Step 10). Then, enter the 
values for start time and duration. 

  

 

Continued 

 

 

All the audio tracks and subtitles that your 
DVD has available will be shown in the 
corresponding boxes. Angle 1 will work 
well for most DVDs. 

On the right panel of the main interface are 
some advanced setting options. Generally, 
the default values need not be changed. 

 

Use the settings shown here, for example, if you 
want a segment that begins 4 minutes into the 
movie and lasts 2 minutes. 
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Step 12: Begin the ripping process. You can either choose the red dot button to rip the entire DVD, or 
File > Rip Selected if you are doing portions of the movie. 

 

  

 

Step 13: Check the Status of the ripping process to make sure you have followed the steps correctly. 
Allow at least as much time as the duration of your content. 

 

  

 

Step 14: When the Status is Complete, go to Start > My Computer > C: drive > Temp Streaming 
Media Raw to make sure the DVD was properly converted to a .wmv file. Double-click on the 
movie, and it should open in Microsoft Windows Media Player. 

 

Encoding/Compressing Your .wmv File for Streaming 

Step 1: On the desktop, double-click Windows Movie Maker. 

  

 

Continued 
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 .   

 

Step 2: When the Collection area is clear, click Import Video.  

Step 3: Browse to the C: Temp Streaming Media Raw folder to find your movie, then click Open. 
Movie Maker will import the video. 

Step 4: Select all of the clips of your movie in the Collection window and drag them into the Timeline 
below. 

  

  

Continued 

 

 

To select 
the clips, 
click to 
highlight 
the first 
one > Click 
Edit on the 
top line > 
Click 
Select All. 

 

If you see any clips 
on the screen, 
youôll want to clear 
them. Click to 
highlight the first 
frame > Click Edit 
on the top line > 
Click Select All > 

Click Delete. 


