Preparing Audio Files for Streaming

Sometimes you may want to create audio-only files for your students to access on their own time. Files
that have been encoded for streaming are preferable to downloadable files when it comes to posting on

Blackboard,

Step 1:

Step 2:

Step 3:

Step 4.

Step 5:

Step 6:

Step 7:

Continued

due mainly to the smaller file size of streamed files.
Record or acquire an audio file. A common type is an .mp3 file.

Open Windows Media Encoder on your computer. To see if you have this program, click
Start > All Programs and then look for Windows Media > Windows Media Encoder. If you
do not have this program, you may download it for free from the Microsoft website, at
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilylD=5691ba02-e496-465a-bba9-
b2f1182cdf24&displaylang=en

Highlight Convert a File, then click OK.

In the Source File field, click Browse to find your raw audio file (e.g., the .mp3 file) that you
have saved on your computer or in\a USB drive.

Highlight the desired file, and click Ojen.

Windows Media Encoder will place the &xpected name of the Output File into its field. You
will want to edit this path to reflect the p\blic.www folder of your N: drive. The name of the
actual file should

e Be brief

e Be lowercas

e Include yourfcourse number or departmen

e Use undersg¢ore ( __ ) instead of spaces

e End with .wma, which stands for Windows Media Audio

New Seszion Wizard |

File Selectio

Specify theg zource file and provide a name and location for the wWiadows Media file that
will be cregted through this session.

Source file;
|N:\Black|:u ardh T roubleshootinghSocrates Lecture. mp3 Browsze. ..
Cutput file:

|N:\pul:uliu:.www'xplEDS_su:u:ratesJ, wWma Browse. ..

Note: Your department may have dedicated space on the S:
drive for streaming media. If so, use the path S:\StreamingMedia
followed by the department and the filename instead of
N:\public.www and the filename.

Tip
Far best rezults, uze the highest quality source file. Re-encoding previously
encoded files can produce suboptimal results.

| Hext » | Cancel
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Click Next.
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Step 8: For the Content Distribution, highlight Windows Media server (streaming).

New Session Wizard |

Content Distnibution

Select a distnbution method. The method you select d#iermines the encoding zethngs
that are awailable in this session,

How do pou want to distribute your content? /

File download [computer playback)
Hardware devices (CD, DVD, portabl

i rmirig]
“Web server [progressive download]
Windows Media hardware profiles
FPocket PC
File archive

Tip
Uszing a diztribution method that iz different from what you zpecify on this
page may negatively affect plavback guality,

< Back | Mest » I Fimzh Cancel

_—v

Step 9: Click Next.

Step 10:  For the Encoding Options, highlight Voice Quality Audio (CBR), which should be sufficient
for most spoken files (e.g., lectures). If yours is a music file, choose CD Quality or FM Quality
instead. Note that the bigger the Total Bit Rate, the bigger the file size.

New Session Wizard x|

Encoding Options

Select encoding settings for your content. Your selections determine settings such az
bit rate, frame rate, and buffer size.

How do you want to encode your audio and video?

idea: j
Audio: Yoice quality audio [CER) j

Fultiple bit rates audio [CBR]
LD quality audio [CBR]
Fhd

Bit rate: quality audio [CBR
"I YWaice quality audio [CBR]
Multichannel audio [CER]
O 11 Kbps
O 7 Kbps
Tip
Y'ou can adjust zettings on the Session Properties panel after you complete
the wizard,

< Back I Mest » I Finizh | Cancel |

Step 11:  Click Finish.

Continued
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Step 12:  Watch the Progress area to see the Time Remaining as Encoder does its work.

@ Untitled - Windows Meoa Encoder =10 x=]
File “iew Control Tools  Hels
] b | 1¢] Pisgerties Q) Stop
x|

AN ]
General Statistics ] Server ] Condections Event Log EDL ]
Wideo: 58 M:hpublic.
Audio ckboa C 3 % .
Script
Settings: ] Elapzed time;
DR protection; { Time remaining:
Yideo optimization: [ Percent complete:
Tatal bit rate: E.0
Expected fps: Disk space left:
Average fps: I Disk time left:
Total scripts: . CPU load:
Encoder converting llll
Step 13:  Intime, Encoder will give you the results. Click either Close or Play Output File.
Encoding Resultz
Action: Corveert file =

Sources used: M:%Blackboardh TroubleshootingS ocrates Lecture. mp3 Elay Dutput File

Dutput files: M:%public.weathpla03socrates. wma Mew Sessian...

Content duration: 00:00:16:04 [dd:hh:mnn: 2z] Help
Segzion duration; 00:00:00:43 [dd:khh:mm;:zz]
Sesszion:

Butes encoded [total]: 1884 96 KB

Bit rate [expected]: 16 Kbps

Bit rate [average): 16 Kbps
Audio [16.0 Kbps]:

Bytes encoded [total): 1884956 KB

Bit rate [expected]: 16 Kbps

Bit rate [average): 16 Kbps

S amples [total]: 37

Samples [dropped]: 0

Profile confarmance: 51

4 o

[v Shaow this dialog bos when encoding finishes

To play the file from within Blackboard, create an External Link and use the appropriate mms pathname
from the Streaming Media Information and Policy document.
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