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Course Syllabus 

Course Number: ED 550  
Course Title: VESi:  Autism and Asperger's Disorders 
Instructor: Dr. Marrea Winnega   Semester Credit(s):    2       Total Cost for Course:  $320.00 (Credits) 

 
1. Educational Goals for the Course:   This course is designed to help you achieve a better understanding of 

Autism and Asperger’s Disorder and intervention strategies to enhance communication and learning and to teach 
more conventional behaviors. Introduction to Autism and Asperger’s Disorder provides information on the 
characteristics of the disorder, learning styles associated with the disorder, communication weaknesses, and various 
intervention strategies that have proven to be successful when working with students with autism spectrum disorders.  
The course helps you make sense out of why individuals with autism spectrum disorders act the way they do and 
what you can do to enhance more appropriate behavior.  This course also lists resources for educators, related 
service personnel, and parents who would like more help or information on autism and Asperger’s Disorder. 
 

2. Instructional Learning Objectives: Participants will: 
• Define the characteristics of Autistic Disorder and Asperger’s Disorder for better understanding of these disorders. 
• Increase the ability to identify students having these disorders. 
• Provide information on how individuals with these disorders are different from other students and how to teach 

them within these differences. 
• Understand their behavior in terms of their differences and communication. 
• Develop an understanding of the communication differences and weaknesses in students with autism or 

Asperger’s. 
• Provide information on teaching strategies. 
• Provide resources for teachers and parents. 

o  
3. Course Requirements:   

• Read and complete all information presented. 
• Complete all the examinations, showing a competent understanding of the material presented in those 

subsections with 70% accuracy or better. 
 
4. Dates, Times and Location of Proposed Course: 

(1 Semester Credit Equals 15 Professor Contact Hours plus an additional 30 Hours Outside Work) 
Individual home study course, exact times and dates TBD and will meet accreditation standards for a two-semester 
credit course.  Ending date must be specified at the time of registration and must be within 6 months of start date. 
 

5. Due Dates for Completion of Course Requirements:  Within 6 months of start date. 
 

6. Learning Resources and Required Text:   
   

Course Materials: 
  Software Title: Autism and Asperger’s Disorders (software package)  
  Author: Dr. Marrea Winnega, Ph. D. & Mary Coughlin, CCC-SLP 
  Publisher: Virtual Education Software, Inc. ©2001 
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  Technology Requirements: 
The software program is designed to be loaded onto the hard drive of your personal computer from a compact 
disk (CD). The software is designed to operate on Mac OS 9 or OS 10x, 256MB of RAM and 5MB of free hard 
disk space, 15" or larger color monitor with a minimum resolution of 800x600, CD driver 4x minimum speed and a 
printer connected to your computer OR Windows 2000 XP Home, Professional, or newer, 256MB of RAM and 
5MB of free hard disk space; 15" or larger color monitor with a minimum resolution of 800x600, CD driver 4x minimum 
speed and a printer connected to your computer.   Please contact VESi if you have any questions about the 
compatibility of these systems. 

  
7. Evaluation Procedure:  Pass/Fail 
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