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 208-467-8802 
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www.nnu.edu/education 

 
Chair, Department of Education 

Karen Blacklock, Ed.D. 
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Fax: 208-467-8562 
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M.S. In Counseling: Marriage and Family 

 
Fax for Counseling Program: 208-467-8339 
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Dean, School of Education, Social Work, and Counseling 
 James Bader, Ed.D.   
 208-467-8259 
 Fax: 208-467-8562 
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Director, Graduate Theological Online Education  
 Jay Akkerman, D.Min.  (mar@nnu.edu or mdiv@nnu.edu) 
 208-467-8368 or 1-877-NNU-GRAD (1-877-668-4723) 
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 Program Directors: 
 
 M.A. in Religion: Christian Education  
   Mark Maddix, Ph.D.  (mar@nnu.edu or mdiv@nnu.edu) 
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 M.A. in Religion: Pastoral Ministry 
 M.A. in Religion: Spiritual Formation 
   Jay Akkerman, D.Min.  (mar@nnu.edu or mdiv@nnu.edu) 
   208-467-8368 
 
Master of Divinity 
 Program Director: 
   Mark Maddix, Ph.D.  (mar@nnu.edu  or mdiv@nnu.edu) 
   208-467-8368 
 
Fax for Graduate Theological Online Education:  208-467-8252 
Web Site for Graduate Theological Online Education:    
www.nnu.edu/online 
 
Dean, School of Theology and Christian Ministries 
 Mark Maddix, Ph.D.  (rel@nnu.edu) 
 208-467-8368 
 Fax: 208-467-8252 

http://www.nnu.edu/education
mailto:mar@nnu.edu
mdiv@nnu.edu
mailto:mar@nnu.edu
mdiv@nnu.edu
mailto:mar@nnu.edu
mdiv@nnu.edu
mailto:mar@nnu.edu
mailto:mdiv@nnu.edu
http://www.nnu.edu/online
mailto:rel@nnu.edu
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This University catalog is correct in content and policy as of the date of 
publication. The provisions of this catalog are not to be regarded as an 
irrevocable contract between the student and the University. The 
University reserves the right to make changes of any nature in programs, 
calendar, academic policy, tuition and fees, or academic schedules 
whenever these changes are deemed by the University administration as 
necessary or desirable, including changes in academic policies, class 
schedules, course content, and the canceling of scheduled classes or other 
academic and non-academic activities.     
     
Northwest Nazarene University admits students of any race, color, and 
national or ethnic origin. 
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NORTHWEST NAZARENE UNIVERSITY  
 
HISTORY 
A desire to educate their children led the founders of Northwest 
Nazarene University, under the leadership of Eugene Emerson, to 
organize an elementary school in 1913. In the ensuing two years both 
high school and college courses were added to the curriculum. Thus 
began Northwest Nazarene University, now a fully-accredited, co-
educational, Christian, comprehensive university of the arts, humanities, 
sciences, and professions. 
 
In 1915, the first student was graduated from high school, and a year later 
Dr. H. Orton Wiley was elected President. The first college degrees were 
conferred upon a class of four graduates in 1917. 
 
Academic progress has been notable, including accreditation as a junior 
college in 1931 and as a four-year college in 1937.  Masterõs programs 
were added in the early seventies.  The name of the institution was 
changed from Northwest Nazarene College to Northwest Nazarene 
University in 1999. 
 
Northwest Nazarene University presently offers 30 undergraduate majors 
and masterõs programs in 9 disciplines.  In addition to its programs on its 
home campus, NNU students may study in cooperative programs in 10 
countries around the world.  Northwest Nazarene serves approximately 
1,230 undergraduate students, 525 graduate students, and 8,428 
continuing education students each year.   
 
CAMPUS 
Northwest Nazarene University is located in Nampa, Idaho in the Boise 
metropolitan area.  The campus, with its 34 buildings, covers 85 acres. 
The area provides many urban and rural advantages.  
 
STUDENTS 
NNU attracts students from all over the United States and many foreign 
countries.  Students from all denominations and faiths are welcome to 
study at NNU.  The University especially invites applications from 
international students and individuals representing minority populations. 
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INSTITUTIONAL OUTCOMES  
All programs offered by Northwest Nazarene University strive to achieve 
the following student outcomes: 
 
Christ-like Character 
NNU students will grow toward Christ-likeness; demonstrating ethical 
behavior, loving and respecting others, offering grace as they have 
received it, building up the community of Christ, and representing Christ 
to the world. 
 

Academic Excellence 
NNU students will demonstrate understanding and appreciation of the 
liberal arts, expertise in a major field of study, and professional growth.  
Throughout their lives they will endeavor to reach their potential and be 
transformed by their pursuit of knowledge about God and creation.    
 
Creative Engagement 
NNU students will apply their natural gifts and acquired knowledge to 
respond creatively to life producing original works of art, new synthesis 
of knowledge, novel expression of ideas, and inspired solutions to 
problems - in the home, the workplace, the church, and the greater 
community. 
 
Social Responsiveness 
NNU students will be faithful stewards of their knowledge, skills, and 
resources, and agents of social justice and divine mercy.  Compassionately 
they will show love for people of all faiths and cultures, and will identify 
with and advocate for those in needñlocally and globally. 
 
The Institutional Outcomes are central to the teaching-learning process 
of all graduate programs. Each individual graduate course and program is 
measured on its ability to achieve these outcomes.  Graduate courses and 
programs include regular assessment measurements to ensure student 
achievement in Christlike Character, Academic Excellence, Creative 
Engagement, and Social Responsiveness 
 
GRADUATE STUDIES MISSION STATEMENT  
The programs of graduate study at Northwest Nazarene University 
provide opportunities for intellectual and professional growth and 
expanded professional expertise.  The University strives to provide access 
to the latest technology, information, research, and practices delivered by 
skilled and experienced professionals who can translate theory into 
practice. Northwest Nazarene University provides a Christian setting and 
perspective for promoting the development of knowledgeable and 
competent professionals in a framework of genuine scholarship. 
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ACADEMIC ORGANIZATION  
Academic programs are provided by the five schools of the University: 
the School of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences; the School of 
Business; the School of Education, Social Work, and Counseling; the 
School of Health and Science and the School of Theology and Christian 
Ministries.  
 
Graduate programs at Northwest Nazarene University provide advanced 
study in selected disciplines with emphases on: 

 Examining and applying pertinent data and theoretical 
constructs appropriate to the discipline or field; 

 Gaining competence in analyzing and evaluating the information 
and research appropriate to an area of study. 

 
ACCREDITATION AND CREDENTIAL AUTHORIZATION  
Northwest Nazarene University is regionally accredited by the Northwest 
Commission on Colleges and Universities.  In addition, the following 
programs maintain professional/specialized accreditation as described 
below:  

Business: 
Northwest Nazarene Universityõs business programs are nationally 
accredited by the Association of Collegiate Business Schools and 
Programs (ACBSP). 
Counseling: 
Northwest Nazarene Universityõs counseling program areas are 
nationally accredited by the Council for Accreditation of 
Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP).  The 
National Council for Accreditation (NCATE)* recognition of 
NNU includes all programs that prepare individuals to work in 
schools.  This includes school counseling.  The School Counseling 
program is also approved by the Idaho State Board of Education to 
provide for institutional recommendation for state certification  in 
Pupil Personnel:  Counseling.  Upon graduation students in the 
Community, School, and Marriage and Family program areas have 
all the coursework necessary to apply for License Professional 
Counselor (LPC) in the state of Idaho. 
Education: 
Northwest Nazarene University is nationally accredited at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)*. Additionally, the 
education programs are approved by the Idaho State Board of 
Education to provide for institutional recommendation for state 
licensure in Elementary Education, Secondary Education, K-12 
Exceptional Child, and School Administrator (Pre-K-12 Building 
Principal).  
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Social Work: 
Northwest Nazarene Universityõs social work program is nationally 
accredited at the undergraduate and graduate level by the Council 
on Social Work Education (CSWE). 
 

*The Education Department at Northwest Nazarene University is accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), 2010 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 500, 
Washington, DC 20036; phone (202) 466-7496.  This accreditation covers initial teacher preparation 
programs and advanced educator preparation programs.  NCATE is recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation to accredit programs for the preparation of 
teachers and other professional school personnel. 

 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS  
Application for admission should be submitted to the department 
offering the desired program.  Materials needed for admission include one 
official set of transcripts of all college or university work, a completed 
application form accompanied by appropriate application fee, two letters 
of recommendation, and specifics as required by the department.  The 
applicant must meet all the requirements for graduate admission 
prescribed by the department offering the degree.  
 
Northwest Nazarene University maintains a policy of equal educational 
opportunity for all students without regard to sex, race, color, religion, 
national or ethnic origin, age, or physical and documented learning 
disabilities, and in administration of its educational and admissions 
policies, financial affairs, employment programs, student life, and services, 
or any other university-administered programs. 
 
 International Students 

Where the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is 
required by a program director, the score shall be: 550 paper, 213 
computer, or 80 internet. If a student has completed an 
undergraduate degree from an accredited institution within the 
United States, or has completed at least 30 credits in such an 
institution, the TOEFL requirement is waived. 

 
ACADEMIC LOAD  
A full-time graduate load ranges from 6 to 12 credits per semester.  
Enrollment in more than 12 credits in an academic semester or 7 credits 
in a summer session requires the recommendation of the advisor and the 
approval of the department chair. 
 
DUAL DEGREES 
The following shall be the presumptive policy of the collective Graduate 
Programs at Northwest Nazarene University with regard to the 
application of credit hours in the event of the award of multiple graduate 
degrees to any student. 
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When determining the satisfaction of credit hour requirements for any 
graduate degree awarded at Northwest Nazarene University, no more 
than one-third (33.33%) of the credit hour requirements for such 
graduate degree may be satisfied by credit hours earned and applied 
pursuant to satisfaction of requirements for any other graduate degree or 
degrees.   
 
This statement of policy is intended to establish a presumptive norm that 
will be applicable in the absence of any alternative determination; it is the 
specific intent of this statement of policy that variations in and exceptions 
to this policy may occur with the approval of the Graduate and 
Continuing Studies Council. The Council may, and it is contemplated that 
it will, grant deviations and exceptions from this presumptive policy 
based upon the specific pedagogical content, needs and circumstances of 
any particular degree.  In the course of evaluating such deviations or 
exceptions from this presumptive policy, the Council shall consider and 
take into account (1) whether the credits are earned at NNU or another 
institution, (2) whether the respective graduate degree programs are 
specifically designed and intended to function together in a manner that 
renders this presumptive policy immaterial, (3) relevant treatment of 
credits by sister institutions or competing programs in similar or 
competitive programs or situations, and (4) policy or opinion of the 
regional accreditors, and (5) such other considerations as the Council 
deems relevant. 
 
REPEATED COURSES 
Students may repeat courses which they previously completed. Credit is 
allowed only once, and the credit earned and grade point average will 
reflect the most recent grade. While the original course and grade remain 
on the permanent transcript, they are not used to calculate credits earned 
or the cumulative grade point average. Courses that may be repeated for 
credit are so designated in their course description. If a student desires to 
replace an NNU course with a transfer course, a petition for a course 
repeat must be approved by the program director before enrolling in the 
course. 
 
UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMEN T  
Final semester seniors who do not need to carry a full load to complete 
undergraduate degree requirements may complete a normal load by 
registering for graduate level courses subject to the approval of the 
director of the program of which the course is a part.  Final semester 
verification is required.  Credits earned may apply toward only one 
degree. 
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FINANCIAL AID  
Graduate students may be eligible for certain financial aid loans and a 
limited number of grant programs; however, they are not eligible for 
church matching grants.  For specific information on available aid, 
consult with the Financial Aid Office 208-467-8424 or 1-877-NNU-
4YOU (1-877-668-4968). 
 
REFUND FOR STUDENTS WHO WITHDRAW  FROM ALL 
COURSES 
Refund of tuition and fees will be prorated on a per diem basis, beginning 
with the first day of classes and continuing for a maximum of 60 percent 
of the course.  No refunds shall be made after 60 percent of any course 
has been completed. The official date of withdrawal is determined by the 
Registrar.  

 
Refund Distribution.  Students who withdraw from NNU and 
have received federal financial aid may be required to return all 
or part of that aid based on the percent of the course in which 
the student is no longer enrolled. When a refund to federal 
programs is required, the refund distribution will be as follows: 

1. Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loan 
2. Subsidized Federal Stafford Loan 
3. Federal Perkins Loan 
4. Other Title IV aid programs 
5. Other Federal Sources of Aid 
6. Other State, Private or Institutional Aid 
7. Other third party 
8. The Student 

 
No refund is made to the student when all charges have been 
met by federal or institutional aid, or when the amount of refund 
exceeds cash payment made by the student. 
 
Refunds to NNUõs institutional aid programs are based on the 
tuition and fees withdrawal rate; e.g., if one-half tuition and fees 
are refunded, one-half of any institutional aid will be refunded to 
institutional programs. 
 
Repayment of Unearned Aid.  Students who receive federal 
financial aid and withdraw from NNU may be required to repay 
the appropriate program a percentage of their unearned aid.  
The responsibility to repay unearned aid is shared by NNU and 
the student in proportion to the aid each is assumed to possess.  
NNUõs share is the lesser of: 
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1. The total amount of unearned aid and, 
2. NNUõs charges multiplied times the percentage of aid 

that was unearned. 
3. NNUõs share is allocated among the Title IV programs 

in an order specified by law. 
 
The studentõs share is the difference between the total unearned 
aid and NNUõs share.  After the studentõs share is fully allocated 
among any of the Title IV loan programs, any grant amount 
owed to a federal grant program is reduced by half. 

 
REFUND FOR STUDENTS WHO WITHDRAW FROM A 
PORTION OF ENROLLED COURSES  
Refund of tuition and fees will be prorated on a per diem basis beginning 
with the first day of classes and continuing for a maximum of 60 percent 
of the course.  No refunds shall be made after 60 percent of any course has 
been completed.  The official date of withdrawal is determined by the 
Registrar. 
 
TUITION PAYMENT POLICY  
Payment in full is required for each course before the first day of each 
course unless other financial arrangements, acceptable to the University 
and the student, are made. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Northwest Nazarene University seeks to establish academic integrity 
within the University community. Such integrity is fundamental to the 
principles of the Judeo-Christian tradition and is consistent with the 
nature and culture of Northwest Nazarene University. This serves to 
promote the desired outcomes of Christlike Character and Academic 
Excellence by fostering a spirit of honest intellectual inquiry. The 
University has identified as unacceptable practices including, but not 
limited to: 
 

1. Cheating in its various forms, whether copying another 
studentõs work, allowing oneõs own to be copied, using 
unauthorized aids on an examination, having someone else take 
an examination for you (in class or take-home), submitting as 
oneõs own another personõs work, rescheduling an examination 
relying on a false excuse; 

2. Plagiarizing, e.g., presenting as oneõs own the words or ideas of 
another person, including inadequate documentation of sources 
(electronic, Internet, or print) and excessive dependence on the 
language of sources even when documented, relying on a similar 
order of sentences while altering a few words or word order; 

3.  Submitting the same work for more than one course or 
assignment without prior written approval from the professor; 
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4. Using copyrighted material without appropriate citation or 
copying software or media files (such as music, movies, etc.) 
without permission; 

5. Signing a roll sheet for another student who is not in class;  
6. Fabricating data: This includes falsifying or manipulating data to 

achieve desired results, reporting results for experiments not 
done (dry labbing), or falsifying citations in research reports; 

7. Denying other students access to academic information whether 
in the classroom, library (by hiding books, for example), or 
computer lab;  

8. Destroying, altering, or tampering with another studentõs work 
to impede academic progress; 

9. Stealing problem solutions from a professor or computer file; 
10. Falsely reporting completion of reading assignments. 
 

Students who either witness or have knowledge of violations are 
responsible for informing the instructor or appropriate university 
personnel. 
 
At the instructorõs discretion, depending on the nature of the offense, the 
studentõs grade or ability to earn credit for the course may be affected. All 
students who violate the principles of academic integrity will be reported 
to the appropriate academic school and the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs. Violations may also lead to further disciplinary action through the 
Academic School Dean in cooperation with the office of the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. This report shall include a brief 
description of the offense. In serious cases, or cases that constitute repeat 
offenses, the student may be suspended or expelled. 

 
Copyright Statement 
Northwest Nazarene University, as a nonprofit educational institution, is 
entitled by law to use materials protected by the US Copyright Act for 
classroom education. Access and use of course materials is restricted to 
enrolled students for the duration of the course.  Any use or distribution 
of those materials outside the class may violate the law. 
 
For additional information on copyright policies see: 
http://www.nnu.edu/copyright 
 
ACADEMIC APPEALS 
Appeals by graduate students or applicants for graduate study shall 
pursue the following route: 
 

1. The student shall discuss the appeal with the faculty member 
involved. 

2. If the student is not satisfied with the outcome, he/she shall 
present a written appeal to the department program director. 

 

http://www.nnu.edu/copyright


2007-2008 Graduate Catalog 15 

3. If the student is not satisfied with the outcome, he/she shall 
present a written appeal to the department chair. 

4. If the student is not satisfied with the outcome, he/she shall 
present a written appeal to the school dean. 

5. If the student is not satisfied with the outcome, he/she shall 
submit a written appeal to the Graduate and Continuing Studies 
Council. The Council shall respond in writing to all parties 
involved. The decision of the Council is binding.  

 
Detailed procedures for the appeals process approved by the Graduate 
and Continuing Studies Council shall be made available to the student by 
the program director. 
 
STUDENT ACCESS TO RECORDS 
Students have access to their biographical and academic records through 
a web based system. 
 
Northwest Nazarene University is in compliance with the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. Any student at Northwest 
Nazarene University may personally inspect, review, and have a copy 
made of any record kept on him or her. Where information regarding a 
student is commingled with that relating to other students, the student 
may have the information concerning only herself or himself transmitted 
orally. Anything in a studentõs record, which the student does not 
understand, will be explained. The records are reviewed and materials 
expunged periodically. 
 
In order to protect the right to privacy, the University will not make any 
personally identifiable records available without the studentõs written 
consent to anyone other than NNU officials with a legitimate educational 
interest, officials of other schools to which the student has applied, 
certain government officials, and or persons in connection with an 
application for financial aid. 
 
If a student concludes that his or her record contains inaccurate, 
misleading, or otherwise inappropriate data, the student may request an 
informal meeting with the appropriate administrator to see if, through 
discussion, a satisfactory agreement can be reached concerning 
correction, explanation, or deletion of material. 
 
If satisfactory agreement cannot be reached informally, the student may 
proceed with the University judicial process. The claim of incorrectness 
must be proved before any material will be removed. The result of the 
judicial process will be provided to the student in writing within a 
reasonable period of time and is final. 
 
 
 




